1:2: A non-priest who raised up [the ashes of the altar] — R. Yohanan 
said, “He is liable.” R. Simeon b. Laqish said, “He is exempt.” 


1:3: All concur in the case of a non-priest who laid out a pile of wood 
on the altar, that he is liable. 


1:4: It has been taught: R. Judah said, “How do we know that the 
kindling of the kindling wood on the altar should be done only by a 
valid priest and with a consecrated utensil of service? Scripture states, 
‘And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay 
wood in order upon the fire” (Lev. 1:7). Said R. Simeon, “And can 
anyone imagine that a non-priest should approach the altar and make 
an offering? [Surely not! If so, why is the verse written, “And the sons 
of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay wood in order 
upon the fire’ (Lev. 1:7)? “It is to teach the lesson that as to kindling 
the fire on the altar, the process of kindling should take place only at 
the head of the altar [on the north side].” 


1:5: If a non-priest raised up the ashes, and the wind blew them away, 
there is a dispute of R. Yohanan and of R. Haninah. For R. Haninah 
said, “If one put a handful of meal-offering on the fire, and the wind 
blew it away, if this was with the final blow of the wind, [by then] the 
owners have attained expiation [through the offering,] and the residue 
[of meal- offering] is released from the laws of sacrilege [and may be 
eaten by the priests]. [The offering has been received and is valid.]” R. 
Yohanan said, “That is the case when the fire will have burned up the 
greater part of it.” What is the meaning of “the greater part of it”? Has 
the statement been made to cover the greater part of the entire handful 
of meal-offering, or the greater part of each grain of the offering? 


1:6: If one raised up half [of the ashes on the altar], there is a dispute 
of R. Yohanan and R. Joshua b. Levi. For R. Yohanan said, “As to a 
handful of meal-offering which has been consecrated in a utensil and 
which one offered up, even if it was only the sesame seeds [a tiny part 
of the whole], he has carried out his obligation.” R. Joshua b. Levi 
said, “The Mishnah has not indicated that. But rather: If one burned the 
handful twice [in two halves] it is valid [M. Men. 3:4].” 


1:7: If one took up the ashes with his left hand, there is a dispute of R. 
Yohanan and R. Judah b. Rabbi. For R. Yohanan said, “One takes up a 
handful of meal-offering that has been sanctified in a utensil and offers 
it up, whether with his hand or in a utensil, whether in the right hand or 
the left hand.” Judah b. Rabbi says, “One may do it as is done in the 
case of a sin-offering, by hand, or he may do it as it is done with a 


